From the Secretary: Jane Beeson

Rose Cottage

Brigg Road
South Kelsey

Market Rasen

LN7 6PQ

Tel: 01652 678230
Mobile: 07815 793168 (from Friday 29th July only)

Email: jane.beeson@btopenworld.com
NORVIS XLVI 30th July to 6th August
College of St Hild and St Bede, Durham City
Thank you for your application; we confirm that a place at NORVIS is reserved for you. If you have any query not covered by the information below, please do not hesitate to contact us.

ARRIVAL: If possible, members should arrive between 4pm and 6pm on Saturday 30th July. You should come straight to NORVIS reception in the Caedmon Hall Foyer.  If arriving by car, you should take the turning to the right, signposted Caedmon Hall, rather than going to the main college reception; if you are coming in a taxi the driver should be familiar with the Caedmon Foyer.

Dinner will be at 6.30pm. If you are going to be late please telephone the NORVIS secretary, Jane Beeson, on 07815 793168.

After dinner on Saturday there is a tour of the College site at 7.15pm for those who wish; meet at Caedmon Hall Foyer. At 7.45pm there will be a welcome meeting in the Caedmon Hall, followed by informal playing and singing for all, so do bring an instrument, or your voice, and a music stand, clearly marked with your name, which you will need with you all week.
CAR PARKING:  Once you have checked where you are staying, cars can be unloaded on Saturday 30th July outside Caedmon or Hild reception, or the Thorp residential block, but must then be moved to the lower car park. Please give your car’s registration number to the Secretary, either in advance or on arrival. Non-residents must park on the lower car park during the week; if cars are left in staff parking spaces they may be clamped. If you have special parking needs please advise the Secretary in advance.  Please do not leave instruments or other valuables in your car at any time.

ADDRESS: Name of participant, NORVIS, College of St Hild & St Bede, University of Durham, Durham DH1 1SZ

TELEPHONE: College office 0191 334 8300. Several other numbers are available on call-box telephones in other parts of the buildings.

EMAIL:  There is wireless internet access available throughout the Hild/Bede site and codes to use the University network can be obtained from the Secretary. It should be possible to plug a laptop into the college system in your room, but please make sure you bring your own cables.

TIMETABLE: 9.15 (9.30 on Sunday)–10.45 First Morning Session; 11.15–12.30 Second Morning Session; 13.30–16.00 Orchestra/Choir/Free time; 16.30–18.00 Choice of Delights; 19.45–21.30 Concerts, lectures, combined playing; 22.00 Epilogue. A detailed timetable will be given on arrival. 

FEES: The fees were due on 1st June. If you have not already done so, please send a cheque payable to NORVIS, or arrange a bank transfer, without delay. A statement will be sent if payment is still due.

MEAL FORMS: Non-residents and those coming on a half-board or bed-and-breakfast basis can purchase lunches or dinners separately; meals can also be purchased for guests. A form is attached; please return forms no later than Friday 22nd July, even if you do not intend to have any meals, though late requests can be accommodated. 
SAFETY & SECURITY: Although the College takes enormous care regarding matters of security, access to the grounds by the public is possible. Please remember to lock your car upon arrival, and also bedroom doors and windows during the course.

LAUNDRY:  Washing machines are available, operated by a key fob obtainable from College Reception.  Please note that sheets and towels are supplied by the College, but it is suggested that you might bring your own towels as well.  
BAR A licensed bar will be available in the evenings; during the day the bar lounge is open for quiet use by those travelling in each day.
BEDSIDE LIGHTS are not provided in all bedrooms; you might wish to bring your own.
TEA & COFFEE MAKING FACILITIES, but not the ingredients, will be provided in utility rooms near your accommodation. You might wish to bring your own mug, just in case! There are also microwaves and refrigerators in utility rooms, and ironing facilities. Please note that the College does not provide plates, cutlery, or cooking utensils for those taking the bed & breakfast or half board options, so please bring your own.
PROMENADE CONCERTS are held daily straight after lunch and provide opportunities for informal performances by individuals or groups of any standard. There will be a sign-up list for these and you might consider bringing something to perform.
EPILOGUES end the day with a short interlude of music and words and are held in the chapel on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. They are reflective times and there is no applause. They are not specifically religious and can be built round a theme or be purely musical. Any contributions of ideas for themes or content would be welcome and Harriet Gilfillan would be specially pleased to hear about them before the course (tel 07736 108771 or email harriet.g@me.com).
THE FINAL CONCERT on Friday night will include the items rehearsed by soloists, choir and Baroque orchestra during the week, and will take place in the Chapel. Music will be provided. If you wish to play in the orchestra, please do not forget to bring your instruments to the course.  Please note that the Baroque orchestra will be at A415 pitch.

EVENING CONCERTS – guests are welcome; we would appreciate a donation to our bursary fund. 
MUSIC SHOPS: Peter Booth from the Early Music Shop will visit the course from Saturday evening until Tuesday morning for the sale of instruments, strings and CDs and for recorder repairs.

Jeremy Burbidge of Recorder Music Mail will be bringing a wide selection of music to NORVIS, and will set up his shop on Tuesday and return at the end of the week for the settlement of bills. If you need to buy music before the course please contact Recorder Music Mail, Scout Bottom Farm, Mytholmroyd, Hebden Bridge HX7 5JS Tel: 01422 882751  Fax : 01422 886157 
Email: info@recordermail.co.uk
NORVIS SHOP: Students are invited to bring any music (not photocopies) or CDs for which they have no further use but which might be saleable. They should put prices and initials on items and if they are sold during the week, they will receive that amount back less 20% commission which NORVIS will charge and put towards its Bursary Fund. A selection of NORVIS merchandise – shirts, bags, mugs, postcards and pencils – sweets, water and other items are also sold in the shop in Caedmon Foyer after lunch each day. This is also the best opportunity to speak with the Treasurer if you have bills to pay!

NORVIS BURSARY FUND:  Every year the Bursary Fund helps several young or unwaged students to attend NORVIS. Donations to the fund are gratefully received and a Gift Aid form for tax-efficient giving can be obtained from the Treasurer, Simon Squires.

NORVIS LIBRARY: We have a substantial library of music which groups may borrow to work on during the week. We are always working to improve the NORVIS library and would welcome any sets of parts for which you have no further use.

VIOL REPAIRS: Tarquin Bolton, a violin maker from the Durham area, will be available by appointment for re-hairing bows and minor viol repairs ( (0191) 373 4906.
Renaissance Viol Day is on Tuesday when the Renaissance viol makers Richard and Vivien Jones will visit to demonstrate their instruments, and there will be opportunities throughout the day to hear and try these instruments. 
HARPISCHORDS will be tuned and maintained by John Treherne will be tuning and maintaining harpsichords during the week. Please report any problems to him, or to Jane Beeson or Elizabeth Dodd, and do not attempt any repairs or tuning yourself.
RENAISSANCE BAND If you are interested in playing in an ad hoc renaissance band please bring any suitable instruments with you – though we will have instruments available to borrow as well.

PHOTOCOPYING Please avoid photocopying copyright music for NORVIS. If possible, students needing extra copies of music for accompanists, etc, should bring them to the course with them.

NORVIS WEBSITE: Many of our new contacts come via our website www.norvis.org.uk, and we are now on Facebook and Twitter as well. We would welcome your comments on these and we are always pleased to add relevant links. We would welcome high-quality photographs taken during the course if you are happy to share them on our social media.
PLACES OF INTEREST:  In Durham: Durham Cathedral and Castle, the Heritage Centre, the Botanic Gardens, Crook Hall, the Durham Light Infantry Museum, which includes the Durham Art Gallery, the Oriental Museum and the Archaeology Museum.
Outside Durham: Museums including Beamish Open Air Museum, Bowes Museum at Barnard Castle, the Thomas Bewick Museum at Cherryburn (his birthplace), and the Bagpipe Museum at Morpeth. Alnwick Castle, Washington Water Fowl Park, the Roman Wall, Cragside, Wallington Hall, the Angel of the North, the Gateshead Millennium Bridge, the Sage Music Centre, the Baltic Arts Centre and the sea-side are among the places of interest that can be visited. There is an extensive display of leaflets near St Hild’s Reception.
ADDRESS LIST: Every year we give out to students an address list of people attending the course. If you would like your name left off the list, please inform Jane Beeson before 25th July. Please also advise if you do not wish your email address to appear.
DEPARTURE: The course ends with breakfast on Saturday 6th August and rooms should be vacated by 10.00am. Students needing to leave earlier that morning can order a packed breakfast to be collected the previous evening.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if there is anything else you need to know, or if you have any problems, comments or suggestions. We do have a suggestion box at the end of the week but many small problems can be dealt with, and questions answered, on the spot – but only if we know about them!
We look forward to meeting you in Durham!
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